Roxithromycin in the treatment of pneumonia.
An open multicentre study of the efficacy and side effects of roxithromycin, a new macrolide antibiotic, in the treatment of community acquired pneumonia was undertaken. The diagnosis was verified by transtracheal aspiration. Fifty-three patients were studied. In the 49 patients evaluable the clinical efficacy rate was 92% (95% confidence limits 84-100%). Only by measurement of the fall in serum C-reactive protein was it possible to detect a difference in response between pneumonia due to Streptococcus pneumoniae and Haemophilus influenzae. The drug was well tolerated clinically and laboratory abnormalities included transient eosinophilia and elevated liver enzymes in two patients.